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succession of ages, were instantly to be over-ruled, abolished,
and superseded by the authority of a foreign law ; to alienate
your minds from the court of justice, and to alarm you in the
most sensible manner, you have been told that your marriages
with more women than one, would subject you to severe
penalties ; than which nothing can be more false.
"It is true, that in England it is considered as criminal;
but the reasons which make it so in England do not exist here.
It is considered as criminal there because the religion of
England allows but one wife to one man, and the laws there
confer certain rights and privileges on that wife only, and
suffer her children alone to inherit tbe estates of their parents:
He, therefore, who in England marries another woman during
the life of his wife, abuses his wife, who has a right that no
other shall share in his affections; commits a fraud on the
second woman, who cannot enjoy the rights and privileges
she was taught to expect; injures his offspring by her, and is
guilty of a breach of the laws, and a violation of the religion
of his country. It would be absurd, cruel, and unjust to
treat such an act as criminal here, where no injury is done by
it to any person, and where the laws and religion of the
country give a sanction to it. I dwell longer on this subject,
and am more desirous of dissipating all doubts that either
you or the Mussulmauns have entertained on it, as I know
this has been particularly urged, because calculated to sink
deep and make a lasting impression on your breasts, as it
must universally affect you in your domestic happiness, and
in your nearest and dearest concerns,
" The pleasure which we feel from these public expressions
of your sense of the manner in which we have discharged our
duty, grateful as they are to us, is small in proportion to that
which we receive from their giving us an opportunity of vin-
dicating our most gracious Sovereign from the calumny of
treating you rigorously and harshly in the very instance of
his extending his fatherly influence and goodness to you, and
of assuring you that the new Act of Parliament is with,
respect to you no new law, otherwise than in giving you &n
additional security for your lives and properties, ^by placing:
the execution of the law, which is to protect you, in an inde-
pendent court of justice. It makes no alteration in your re-
ligion, laws, and usages, or in those of the natives of this*
country; it leaves them in every respect the same as the^
were when the new law took place.
" For your greater ease and peace of mind, I make this
public declaration, that whenever occasion shall require, I hold
myself bound to make strict inquiry into, and to pay due
attention to the customs and usages of the different natives of